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W ith its gloopy, trippy, 
luminous light, the 
gently bubbling Astro 
lava lamp will forever 
be associated with the 

turn-on, tune-in, drop-out generation of 
the 1960s.

Organiser of the famed Woodstock 
Festival, Wavy Gravy, called the lava lamp 
�Amazing�, adding with breathless 
enthusiasm that: �It causes the synapses 
in your brain to loosen up.�

In fact this ultimate addition to any 
Sixties or early Seventies hippy pad owes 
its origins to a Dorset-based former World 
War Two RAF pilot, an extraordinary 
imagination and that old business trick of 
being in the right place at the right time.

The man behind the lava lamp � which 
celebrates its 50th anniversary this year 
- was the late Edward Craven Walker, a 
remarkable daredevil, inventor and 
pioneering naturist who shot the �irst 
underwater naked �ilms to squeak past 
the censor. 

Whatever else the dapper Craven (as he 
was invariably known) was, he was 
certainly no hippy. Not that he minded. 
Once aware that everyone from The 
Beatles to The Grateful Dead were making 
much of his new invention, he made a 
public statement: �If you buy my lamp, 
you won�t need drugs� It is like the cycle 
of life. It grows, breaks up, falls down and 
then starts all over again.� 

The hippies lapped it up and the 

endorsement of the counter-culture did 
Craven no harm at all. The lava lamp was 
actually inspired by a Heath Robinson 
style oil-�illed egg-timer that Craven 
spotted in a pub in the New Forest.

Craven set about creating a lamp that 
worked on roughly the same principal 
- using heated oil, melted wax and an old 
orange squash bottle. After many 
modi�ications the lava lamp went into 
production at his factory in Poole in 1963.  
The company has been based in or around 
the town ever since.

The �irst two lava lamps on the market 
-  The Astro and Astro Baby - immediately 
chimed with the emerging Sixties hipsters 
but marketing was much tougher in those 
distant pre-internet days. In fact the 
original lava lamps were delivered around 
the country in a rickety old secondhand 
Post Of�ice van.

Craven�s second wife, Christine Baehr, 
recalls how exciting life was when the 

Above: Edward and Christine Craven Walker by 
one of the Astro Lamp vans in the early 60s
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Edward Craven Walker and his Astro lava Lamp


