Champions of Bournemouth

Bournemouth Pier
during the 2011 Air
Festival with the
Purbeck hills in the
background.

Once considered old-fashioned, Bournemouth is now a bustling modern seaside
resort with world-class entertainment. Jeremy Miles meets some of its dynamic locals.
Photos: Hattie Miles

L

ooking at the thriving modern
holiday resort and business
centre that is 21st century
Bournemouth it is hard to believe that
until a couple of hundred years ago it
barely existed.
Until the early 1800s the area now
known as central Bournemouth was a

bought several acres of land and built a
seafront holiday mansion.
Gradually a community developed.
Hotels began to open, the arrival of the
railway boosted the popularity of
Bournemouth as a health resort and by
the turn of the 20th century the town
was poised for rapid expansion,

The Queen
Victoria window
bustling
and modern,
a centre for not
only tourism but a heady mix of
finance, commerce, technology,
entertainment and the arts. I caught up
with some of the people who make the
town tick. 2

“Bournemouth is on the brink of some very exciting times
and can achieve a lot by reacting to its cultural roots”
stretch of wild heathland between the
ancient towns of Christchurch and
Poole. Largely unpopulated, it was
visited only by fishermen, itinerant turfcutters and gangs of smugglers. But in
1810 retired army officer Captain Lewis
Tregonwell fell in love with the location
at the mouth of the Bourne Stream,
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gradually absorbing surrounding villages
into its growing suburban sprawl. The
rest is quite literally history.
Bournemouth has seen many changes
in its relatively short life. Just 30 years
ago it was still widely regarded as a
rather old-fashioned seaside resort,
popular with the elderly. Today it is
dorset.greatbritishlife.co.uk

Sue Hayward: Heritage Manager at the
Russell-Cotes Museum
Sue Hayward arrived at the Russell-Cotes five years ago and
says she loves both the wonderfully quirky late Victorian clifftop museum - once home to wealthy philanthropist and former
Mayor Merton Russell-Cotes and his wife Annie - and its
extraordinary collection of art.
Despite the current grim economic forecasts she believes
Bournemouth is poised to capitalise on its unique artistic
heritage. “I think Bournemouth is on the brink of some very
exciting times and can achieve a lot by reacting to its cultural
roots. It’s a town with strong ambitions and aspirations for
itself. Times may be tough but quality always shines out.”
Sue recalls a memorable childhood holiday to Bournemouth.
“The first time I visited was when I was three-years-old. I lost
my Twinkle ring on the beach.” Undeterred she insisted on
combing the shore for her lost treasure. “I was determined that
I was going to find it, and I did. Maybe it was a sign!”
Hidden Gem: “A beautiful stained-glass window in memory
of Queen Victoria that was found in the Russell-Cotes attic
when they were refurbishing the building. It’s now reinstalled
but only gets seen by people who take our special behind the
scenes tours.”
Tasty Tip: “The Print Room in Albert Road. This awardwinning restaurant was created from the classic Art Deco press
hall at the town’s Daily Echo newspaper building.”
Russell-Cotes Art Gallery & Museum, East Cliff, BH1 3AA,
01202 451858, russell-cotes.bournemouth.gov.uk
01202 451800 or visit russell-cotes.bournemouth.gov.uk.
Open 10am-5pm Tuesday – Sunday and Bank Holiday
Mondays
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Peter Gunn: Chief Executive of BH Live
Peter Gunn came to Bournemouth six years ago as Managing
Director of the Bournemouth International Centre and Pavilion
Theatre. Last year he took over as the Chief Executive of BH
Live, a new organisation devoted to managing and developing
leisure facilities and event venues across the BH area.
Surveying the seafront from the Bournemouth International
Centre (BIC) where he is still based, he says the town offers a
perfect combination of vibrant facilities and superb location. “I
think the quality of the natural environment, the coast and the
close proximity to beautiful countryside is absolutely
compelling. The whole feel of Dorset is brilliant. It’s not too far
from London and the quality of leisure and entertainment is
improving all the time. We have great concert halls and good
restaurants. It’s the perfect mix.”
His favourite concerts at the BIC have been those by
American singer-songwriter James Taylor, veteran soul man Al
Green and Leonard Cohen. His dream show would be a gig by
David Bowie.
Hidden Gem: “The Opera House (The O2 Academy) in
Christchurch Road is a really interesting building with a wealth
of history and The Stokewood Road Leisure Centre is amazing
too. It may look like a fairly nondescript box but inside it is
astonishing. I like buildings that harbour a few surprises.”
Tasty Tip: “I like the Print Room in Albert Road and on the
seafront my favourites include West Beach in Bournemouth
and Urban Reef at Boscombe where you can sit upstairs and
enjoy some great views.
For more details bhlive.co.uk or call 01202 456400
dorset.greatbritishlife.co.uk
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Jeff Mostyn: Vice Chairman of AFC
Bournemouth

Nigel Hedges: President of Bournemouth
Chamber of Trade and Commerce
Nigel Hedges loves Bournemouth so much that he finds going
on holiday a distinctly stressful experience. It is rare to find him
away from his workshop at Bourne Engraving in Granville Place
in the town centre. “I’m not very good at holidays. If we do go
away I tend to have a mini-mental breakdown around day three,”
he laughs, “I wake up perspiring and wondering what I’m
missing in Bournemouth.”
Nigel has lived in the town all his life. “It’s made me what I
am today,” he says proudly. “I don’t want to go anywhere else.
People come in here and say ‘Oh My God you’re still here.’
They’ve been all over the world and then they come back and
criticise me for never having gone away.”
As President of the town’s rapidly growing Chamber of Trade
and Commerce, Nigel says he is proud to help promote a

Jeff Mostyn first came to Bournemouth 12 years ago, “I fell in
love with the town straight away,” he says. “I think it is
probably THE premier resort in Britain. It’s got great access to
the motorway network, has an international airport and really
does have something for absolutely everyone. Bournemouth
offers a mixture of sophistication and family fun. It’s a really
great place.”
A fully-trained financial adviser, Jeff also loves Bournemouth
Football Club. So much did he love ‘The Cherries’ as they are
affectionately known, that he bought the Club in 2006. More
recently he made headlines when he and fellow AFC director
Steve Sly sold their controlling 50 per cent shareholding to
Russian businessman Maxim Demin. Jeff admits that as a
professional financial adviser buying a football club must have
looked like a decidedly odd move. “You run a business with
your head, you run a football club with your heart; but I’ve
always been a fanatical football fan and even though I only
came for a meal with the Chairman, I ended up buying the
place.”
Hidden Gem: “Dean Court (AFC Bournemouth’s ground).
It’s a bit tucked away in Kings Park, so it really is a hidden
gem. People who come here for the first time are absolutely
amazed at the facilities it offers. It certainly amazed me when I
first saw it.”
Tasty Tips: “I like Vesuvio at Alum Chine. It’s a great
Italian, with attentive staff and the seafront setting is absolutely
magnificent.”
For more details on upcoming matches visit afcb.co.uk. Their
next home game is on 2 January against Wycombe Wanderers

“Look above shop level. Some of
Bournemouth’s Victorian and Edwardian
architecture is absolutely stunning”
thriving business community and a town he has watched grow
into a 365 day-a-year resort. “Bournemouth has got an awful lot
going for it,” he says.
Hidden Gem: “You just have to look upwards, above shop
level. Some of Bournemouth’s Victorian and Edwardian
architecture is absolutely stunning.”
Tasty Tip: “1812 at the Royal Exeter Hotel. The food is
exceptional. Its unusual name refers to the year that Captain
Lewis Tregonwell first moved into his Bournemouth mansion on
this same site.”
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“I’ve always
been a fanatical
football fan”
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Dr Keith Wilkes: Dean of the School of
Tourism at Bournemouth University.
Since arriving in Bournemouth 34 years ago, Keith has seen the
town change from a rather dowdy resort desperately trying to
shake off its post-war reputation as God’s Waiting Room to a
thrusting, internationally famous destination a world a way
from the bath-chair and blue-rinse image of the past.
As a specialist academic Keith has his finger on the pulse of
tourism development and, through his work supervising PhD
students, is actively cultivating the next generation of
researchers. He has watched Bournemouth’s development with
interest. “The town has moved away from its geriatric image. It
has a wonderfully mixed population and there’s a lot going on.
It’s much busier than it used to be in terms of both traffic and
people. Bournemouth is a very good tourist centre in a brilliant
location and it’s also a very pleasant place to live. I love it here.
It offers easy access to London and it’s surrounded by beautiful
countryside - the Purbeck Coast on one side and the New
Forest on the other.”
Hidden Gems: “Hengistbury Head is a lovely place to go
for walks and I ought to mention The Russell-Cotes Museum
which is a unique attraction.”
Tasty Tips: “There are some great cheap restaurants in
Bournemouth. One of my favourites is Dosa World in Old
Christchurch Road, a very reasonably priced little Indian place.

Bournemouth

The food is excellent and it’s always full of Indian families.
They do excellent chicken lollipops which are very spicy and
really delicious.”
More details about courses at Bournemouth University visit
bournemouth.ac.uk or call 01202 961916

“The town has moved away from its geriatric image. It has a wonderfully mixed
population and there’s a lot giong on “

“It’s a lovely town in
every single way”

Chris Jarvis: TV presenter and producer of
Bournemouth Pavilion’s pantomime Jack
and the Beanstalk
Popular CBeebies television presenter Chris Jarvis has always
loved Bournemouth. “We used to come down quite often when
I was a child and it always felt like a place with a certain magic
and mystique. It just wasn’t like other seaside resorts and I still
think that’s the case. It’s a beautiful town and very easy to fall
in love with.”
So easy in fact that when he found himself producing and
starring in the town’s 2002-2003 pantomime Cinderella with
Ruth Madoc, Chris took the plunge and bought a house near
the East Cliff.
“It really wasn’t a difficult decision. I already had quite a few
friends down here and, ironically, since then a lot of my family
have moved to the Bournemouth area too. It’s a lovely town in
every single way. It offers a very nice quality of life.”
Hidden Gem: “The fantastic walks. One I never get bored
with is walking down the zig- zag path on the East Cliff,
turning left and walking right along the coast to Hengistbury
Head and down to Mudeford Spit before getting the ferry into
Christchurch. Every part of that route is fabulous.”
Tasty Tips: “For afternoon tea you can’t beat The Norfolk
Royale on Richmond Hill while Sukothai in Holdenhurst Road
does really great Thai food.”
Jack and the Beanstalk starring Chris Jarvis, Debra
Stephenson and Brian Capron is running at the Pavilion Theatre,
until January 2. More details bic.co.uk or call 0844 576 3000
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